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very much, for establishing their honesty at the ex-
pense of their heads, and telling you they were all
fools, rather than knaves. At the same time it
holds still, and this part can never be denied, that
as the Devil carried on his kingdom by the art
magic, or what we call the Black Art, so the priests
were the instruments both of the witchcraft and the
idolatry.

How far the two infernal juggles are still carried
on, and whether the priests in most parts of the
world (our own, God bless us! always excepted)
are not magicians, and dealers with the Devil, even
in their sacreds, and by the mere consequence of
their office, let the padres and men of the tonsure
tell us, and give us satisfaction if they can.

We have now brought the magicians of Egypt
and the priests of the pagan temples to be some-
thing akin; at least we may say, I have brought
them to be all of a trade ; and I believe it is not
very difficult to show you, that as they served the
same master, so they had their instructions by the
very same channel, and from the same original: in
a word, that the worship of the gods, which was in-
deed the worship of the Devil, was dictated in the
very same way, namely, by an immediate corre-
spondence with the Devil, and with all the circum-
stances mentioned in the text before quoted ; viz..
divination, enchantment, conjuration, apparition,
vision, dream, familiar spirits, observing times, ob-
serving seasons and flying of birds, entrails of
beasts, and the like.

It may seem a little difficult to bring all the
schemes of idol or pagan worship down to a level
with witchcraft and diabolical magic; and some
will tell us, that several parts of the pagan worship,
or even paganism in general, was established upon
pure and just principles, an exact and regular vir-
tue, the height of morals, principles of truth, and of